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that   at   that time  there had been no  negotiations
respecting peace, though M. de Bismarck had, indeed,
told him that it would be possible to negotiate on the
conditions indicated by M. de Vallon in the National
Assembly.    Say, with reference to that point, that the
French Minister for Foreign Affairs had thereby given
evidence of a defective memory.    Or, better still, say :
It is  quite conceivable that all the details of several
long interviews have not been retained with equal clear-
ness by all those concerned in them.    According to the
reports now before us, the question of the  armistice
occupied the first place, as a means of preparing the
way for peace through the convocation of a National
Assembly; but the peace itself was also discussed.    M.
Favxe himself says this in his report of September last to
the Government of National Defence,   describing the
occurrences at Haute Maison.    There we read ; * After
I had made known the intentions of the French Govern-
ment by means of a circular, I desired to ascertain those
of the Prussian Minister.    It seemed to me out of the
question   that two  nations, without first ascertaining
each other's views, should continue a war which, not-
withstanding its advantages for the victor, would be a
cause of great suffering.    Brought about by the will of
one individual, this war had no longer any raison d'Stre
when France had again become her own mistress.    I
vouched for her love of peace, and at the same time for
her resolve not to accept any conditions which would
transform   this peace   into  a  short  and   threatening
armistice.    M.  de  Bismarck replied  that if he  were
convinced of the possibility of such a peace, he would
sign it immediately/

" On this occasion M. Favre also ascertained the con-
ditions put forward by Germany, and these were by no